
 





Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Darren McGarvey 

Poverty Safari 
Understanding the Anger of Britain's Underclass 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-08-9 

$24.99 Hardcover 

5.5 x 8.25 • 240 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-951627-28-7 

Selected Countries • CQ 36 

Political Science/Essays 

MONTH: September 

For readers of Hillbilly Elegy and Evicted, the Orwell Prize–winner and 
Sunday Times bestseller that J. K. Rowling has called “savage, wise, and 
witty . . . It is hard to think of a more timely, powerful, or necessary book.” 

Darren McGarvey has experienced poverty and its devastations firsthand. He 
grew up in a community where violence was a form of currency and has lived 
through addiction, abuse, and homelessness. He knows why people from 
deprived communities feel angry and unheard. And he wants to explain . . . 

McGarvey invites you to come along on a safari of sorts. But not the kind 
where the wildlife is surveyed from a safe distance. His vivid, visceral, and 
cogently argued book—part memoir and part polemic—takes us inside the 
experience of extreme poverty and its stresses to show how the pressures 
really feel and how hard their legacy is to overcome. 

Arguing that both the political left and right misunderstand poverty as it is 
actually lived, McGarvey sets forth what everybody—including 
himself—could do to change things.  

Razor-sharp, fearless, and brutally honest, Poverty Safari offers unforgettable 
insight into conditions in modern Britain, including what led to Brexit—and, 
beyond that, into issues of inequality, tribalism, cultural anxiety, identity 
politics, the poverty industry, and the resentment, anger, and feelings of 
exclusion and being left behind that have fueled right-wing populism and the 
rise of ethno-nationalism. 

Darren McGarvey, also known by the stage name Loki, grew up in Pollok on 
the south side of Glasgow. He is a writer, columnist, and rap recording artist 
who has made regular media appearances as a social commentator, including 
on the BBC and STV. In 2015, he became the first ever rapper-in residence at 
Police Scotland's Violence Reduction Unit, and he continues to work across 
Scotland in some of its most challenged communities. Poverty Safari, his first 
book, was a Sunday Times top ten bestseller. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Kumiko Makihara 

Dear Diary Boy 
An Exacting Mother, Her Free-Spirited Son, and Their Bittersweet Adventures in an Elite 
Japanese School 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-61-6 

$16.99 ($22.99 CAD) paper 

5.5 x 8.25 • 240 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-892-7 

World excl Japan • CQ 36 

Education/Essays 

MONTH: September 

"A heart-wrenching, revelatory and shocking memoir that opens a 
fascinating window into the world of traditional Japanese education." 
—Amy Chua, author of Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother and Political Tribes 

An intensely personal, heartwarming, and heartbreaking chronicle of one 
mother and child’s struggle to fit in at a prestigious private elementary 
school in Japan. 

When her five-year-old son passed the rigorous entrance exams to one of 
Japan's top private elementary schools, Makihara, a single mother, thought 
they were on their way. Taro would wear the historic dark blue uniform and 
learn alongside other little Einsteins while she basked in the glory of his high 
achievements with the other perfect moms. Together they would climb the 
rungs into the country's successful elite. 

But it didn't turn out that way. Taro had other things in mind. While set in 
Japan, their struggles in the school's hyper-competitive environment mirror 
those faced by parents here in the US and raise the same questions about 
the best way to educate a child—especially one that doesn’t quite fit the 
mold. Public or private? Competitive or nurturing? Standardized or 
individualized. Helicopter parenting or free-range? Amid this frenzied debate, 
how does one find balance and maintain a healthy parent-child relationship? 

Dear Diary Boy is an intensely personal, heartwarming, and heartbreaking 
chronicle of one mother and child's experience in a prestigious private Tokyo 
school. It's a tale that will resonate with all parents as we try to answer the 
age-old questions of how best to educate our children and what, truly, is in 
their best interests versus what is in our own. 

Kumiko Makihara’ s work has appeared in the International Herald Tribune, 
the New York Times Magazine, and Newsweek, as well as in the books 
Reimagining Japan: The Quest for a Future That Works and Tsunami: Japan’ s 
Post Fukushima Future. She previously was a reporter for Time Magazine and 
the Associated Press and a features editor at the Moscow Times. She resides 
in New York City and Tokyo. 
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Arcade CrimeWise • Fall 2020 

Lisa Preston 

Forging Fire 
A Horseshoer Mystery 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-76-0 

$25.99 ($34.99 CAD) Hardcover 

6 x 9 • 288 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-950691-77-7 

World • CQ 36  

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/Amateur Sleuth 

MONTH: September 

The third book in the Horseshoer Mystery Series, featuring the incorrigible 
female horseshoer, Rainy Dale. 

Days before her wedding, Rainy Dale jumps at a chance to visit the fabled 
Black Bluff bull sale down in California, but things go awry when she is 
assaulted and her truck is stolen. 

In this twist on the “locked-room” form, more than one mystery is hidden on 
the ranch where Rainy and her dog, Charlie, end up. Everyone—the owners, 
ranch hands, angry neighbors, and perhaps even the deliveryman who brings 
coke coal for the ranch’s old-fashioned forge—is harboring a damaging 
secret.  

When Rainy realizes that even her dog knows a grisly hidden truth, the stakes 
are raised as high as life and death. 

Lisa Preston turned to writing after careers as a fire department paramedic 
and a city police officer. She is the author of the highly acclaimed Horseshoer 
Mystery Series featuring Rainy Dale (The Clincher and Dead Blow) as well as 
the bestselling novels Orchids and Stone and The Measure of the Moon. She 
is also the author of several nonfiction books and articles on the care and 
training of dogs and horses. Away from her desk, she spends hours on 
backcountry trails as a runner and rider, sometimes combining her two 
outdoor pursuits via the obscure sport of Ride and Tie. She lives with her 
husband, their Malinois, and two Akhal-Tekes on Washington State’s vast 
Olympic Peninsula.   
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Robert Irwin 

Wonders Will Never Cease 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-00-3 

$17.99 ($24.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 384 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-864-4 

Selected Countries • CQ 30 

Fiction/Fantasy/Historical 

MONTH: September 

"For Fans of Game of Thrones" (Michael Dirda, Washington Post) 

An exhilarating, magical blend of history and fantasy set during the original 
game of thrones. 

Beginning with the Palm Sunday battle of Towton, the bloodiest ever fought 
on English soil, Wonders Will Never Cease relates the fabulous adventures of 
one man and his noble family amid the chaos and political intrigue that beset 
England during the War of the Roses, when two great houses battled for 
control of the throne.  

Anthony Woodville, Lord Scales and brother to the future queen, Elizabeth 
Woodville, seems to die during that battle and be resurrected. While dead, 
he witnesses the Grail ceremony last seen during the age of King Arthur, 
before England was cursed by war and Hell so filled with bodies that the 
dead now walk the land. 

What he wakes to and witnesses for the rest of his life as he defends his king 
is a ceaseless stream of wonders: a talking head that predicts the future, a 
miraculous cauldron, a museum of skulls, the Swordsman's Pentacle, 
alchemists and wizards, and plenty of battles, sieges, swordplay, jousts, 
treachery, murder, beheadings, and horrific torture. His own family is 
rumored to be descended from the fairy Melusine and imbued with her 
dragon’s blood.  

And there are lots of other stories too—some so porous that their characters 
enter history and threaten their maker. 

Robert Irwin is a novelist, historian, critic, and scholar and is a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Literature. He is the author of seven novels, among them The 
Arabian Nightmare (1988), which Neil Gaiman has called "one of the finest 
fantasies of the last century." Robert Irwin resides in England. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Jeff Johnson 

Long Crazy Burn 
A Darby Holland Crime Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-948924-59-7 

$14.99 ($19.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 336 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-861-3 

WORLD • CQ 20 

Fiction/Crime 

MONTH: September 

The second in the Darby Holland Crime Series of humorous noir novels and 
set in Portland, Oregon's seedy side, featuring resourceful Darby Holland, 
owner of the tattoo parlor called The Lucky Supreme, and his brilliant and 
slightly mad sidekick—the twiggy, vinyl-clad tattoo artist Delia. 

Time is up in Old Town. As the pace of gentrification reaches frenzy in 
Portland, Oregon, Darby Holland’s beloved tattoo parlor, Lucky Supreme, is 
destroyed by a bomb that ripped through an entire city block. Only a warning 
call from his favorite prostitute saved his life. Developers have been like 
wolves at the door of D’mitri (the drunken landlord) for the past few years, 
but this is different. With nothing to lose, Darby goes on a rampage to 
discover the bomber and the developer who set everything in motion.   

Along the way falls under FBI suspicion, messes with dangerous pimps and 
drug lords, gets his face permanently rearranged. At what is undoubtedly the 
lowest point in his adult life, Darby meets the woman of his dreams. Long, 
lanky, smart, and a foot taller than him, Suzanne is a woman of enormous 
appetite. Darby has finally met his match in bed and at the dinner table. But 
Suzanne, for all her strength and wisdom, can’t save Darby from his enemies. 

Fortunately, Delia (Darby’s tiny vinyl clad sidekick) and her punk-rock 
boyfriend’s band can. They and a ragtag team of Lucky Supreme faithfuls 
organize a positively outrageous caper in crime fiction, making full use of an 
Armenian smuggling operation, to pave the way for justice and the 
resurrection of the Lucky Supreme. 

Jeff Johnson is a writer living in the Pacific Northwest. He's the author of the 
critically-acclaimed memoir Tattoo Machine: Tall Tales, True Stories, and My 
Life in Ink, as well as the novels Everything Under The Moon, Knottspeed: A 
Love Story, Deadbomb Bingo Ray, and the Darby Holland Crime Novel 
series: Lucky Supreme, A Long Crazy Burn, and The Animals After 
Midnight, which has been optioned for television and is in development. Visit 
Jeff's website at GREATPINKSKELETON.com and his blog at 
WillFightEvil4Food@wordpress. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Charles Kenney, Michael J. Dowling 

After the Roof Caved In 
An Immigrant's Journey from Ireland to America 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-24-9 

$24.99 ($33.99 CAD) Hardcover, dust 
 

5.5 x 8.25 • 256 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-951627-25-6 

World • CQ 36 

Biography & Autobiography/Personal Memoirs 

MONTH: October 

The moving story of an Irish immigrant's life, from a poverty-stricken 
upbringing full of manual labor to attending university, traveling abroad for 
work, becoming a successful businessperson, and returning home to 
reunite with friends and family, After the Roof Caved In is a powerful, 
poignant look at how hard work and education enabled one young man to 
change his life and circumstances completely.  

Today, Michael J. Dowling is president and CEO of Northwell Health, New 
York state's largest healthcare provider and private employer, with over 
68,000 employees and over 700 facilities. But he grew up in deep poverty in 
rural Ireland, in a small home without running water or a stable roof, in a 
family with little hope for improvement and a place with little 
opportunity—and he overcame it all to become wildly successful.  

After the Roof Caved In is Dowling's rags-to-riches retelling of that story, of 
his life and journey from the work- and sport-filled days of his youth, to his 
realization of the power of education and his eventual departure from his 
home to attend university, and onward through his life as he gradually 
improved himself and his circumstances. Full of memories both fond and 
painful, it examines the family dynamics of his own childhood—including the 
lives of his deaf mother and arthritic father—as well as the social systems of 
the time, the politics and concerns of the day, and the way a variety of 
disparate events came together to help Dowling change his life completely. 
Most importantly, it chronicles his lifelong effort to rise above the 
circumstances into which he was born and to create the sort of life he 
dreamed possible.  

For anyone interested in the stories of immigrants, the experiences of the 
Irish in the mid-20th century, or the value of hard work and education in 
changing one's life, After the Roof Caved In is an essential read, and a 
heartfelt, deeply moving meditation on an extraordinary life.  

Michael J. Dowling is president and chief executive officer of Northwell 
Health. Dowling grew up in Limerick, Ireland. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from University College Cork (UCC), Ireland, and his master's degree 
from Fordham University. He also has honorary doctorates from Hofstra 
University and Dowling College. He played hurling with Limerick and won a 
National League medal and a Fitzgibbon Cup medal with UCC. Before his 
public service career, Dowling was a professor of social policy and assistant 
dean at the Fordham University Graduate School of Social Services and 
director of the Fordham campus in Westchester County. Afterwards, Dowling 
served in New York State government for 12 years, including seven years as 
state director of Health, Education and Human Services and deputy secretary 
to former governor Mario Cuomo. He was also commissioner of the New 
York State Department of Social Services. 

6



Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Nick Lyons 

Fire in the Straw 
Notes on Inventing a Life 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-19-5 

$24.99 ($33.99 CAD) Hardcover 

5.5 x 8.25 • 212 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-951627-20-1 

World • CQ 36 

Biography & Autobiography/Editors, Journalists, 
Publishers 

MONTH: October 

"I love Nick Lyons's books. Every sentence is so full and ripe." 
--Ted Hughes, former Poet Laureate to Queen Elizabeth II 

Publisher, professor, mentor, father, husband, writer, Nick Lyons begins his 
story when his mother drops him off at boarding school at the tender age of 
five. Little Nicki finds solace in what moves beneath the surface of water. This 
abiding fascination is a lifeline for him as he stumbles his way through school, 
through his service in the Army, through the cold disapproving glare of the 
conman who is his stepfather.  

Disgusted by his own business degree from University of Pennsylvania (where 
he snagged a spot on the basketball team despite topping out at 5'9"), Nick 
flounders after the Army (where he first fell in love with art and Hemingway), 
refusing to go into the family insurance business. Words beckon him. The 
world of literature first laps at his toes then consumes him in a flood and Nick 
plunges with whole mind and heart into his own literary education, first at 
Bard, where he falls in love Mari, a cattle rancher's daughter.  

Soon, armed with a PhD in literature from University of Michigan, with a wife 
and four children to support, he embarks on his adult life, juggling family, 
teaching, writing, fishing, and publishing with the wolf always at his door. 
Against all odds, the little publishing house that bears his name thrives. His 
children prosper, his wife’s art flourishes, and his writing makes him a 
household name within the fly-fishing community.   

With scathing honesty as well as a brilliant, warm humor, Nick Lyons skillfully 
paints a portrait of a complex life examined. Fire in the Straw is a love story, a 
confessional, and a beautiful big-hearted memoir of a hard-won life well 
lived. 

Nick Lyons, an award-winning writer, has written some twenty-odd books 
and hundreds of essays, which have appeared in The New York Times, 
Harper’s, National Geographic, Field & Stream, Outdoor Life, Big Sky Journal, 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, and widely elsewhere. He lives in New York City. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Terence Ward 

Wahhabi Code 
How the Saudis Spread Extremism Globally 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-17-1 

$17.99 ($24.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 192 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-972-6 

World English • CQ 36 

Political Science/Terrorism 

MONTH: October 

An eye-opening look at the source of the current wave of Saudi 
Arabian-sponsored terrorism, how it spread, and why the West did nothing. 
Here is the truth about ISIS, al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, and more. 

Lifting the mask of international terrorism, Terence Ward reveals a sinister 
truth. Far from being “the West’s ally in the War on Terror,” Saudi Arabia is in 
reality the largest exporter of Wahhabism—the severe, ultra-conservative 
sect of Islam that is both Saudi Arabia’s official religion and the core ideology 
for international terror groups such as ISIS, al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and Boko 
Haram. 

Over decades, the Saudi regime has engaged in a well-crafted mission to fund 
charities, mosques, and schools that promote their Wahhabi doctrine across 
the Middle East and beyond. Efforts to expand Saudi influence have now 
been focused on European cities as well. The front lines of the War of Terror 
aren’t a world away; they are much closer than we can imagine. 

Terence Ward, who has spent much of his life in the Middle East, gives his 
unique insight into the culture of extremism, its rapid expansion, and how it 
can be stopped. 

Terence Ward is a Colorado-born writer, documentarist, and cross-cultural 
consultant who grew up in Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Egypt. After graduating 
from UC Berkeley, he worked for a decade with Middle East Industrial 
Relations Counselors (MEIRC) consulting with clients across the Gulf. The 
author of Searching for Hassan and The Guardian of Mercy, he serves as 
international trustee for the World Conference of Religions for Peace (RfP). 
He is a member of the noted Middle Eastern Institute (ISMEO) in Rome and 
divides his time between Florence and New York. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Shavaun Mara Kidd, Björn Persson, Rodney Jackson 

Searching for the Snow Leopard 
Guardian of the High Mountains 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-67-8 

$35.00 ($47.00 CAD) Hardcover 

10 x 8 • 192 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-951627-26-3 

World • CQ 12 

Nature/Animals/Big Cats 
135 color photograph; 1 color illustration 

MONTH: October 

A stunning visual and personal journey in search of the iconic big cat, the 
snow leopard. 

The snow leopard, known as the ghost of the mountains, is an elusive 
predator that has captured the human imagination for eons. Yet, by nature 
secretive, living at altitudes of up to 19,000 feet in one of the world's 
harshest climates, it is notoriously difficult to see. Those lucky enough to 
encounter one speak of the experience as momentous, transformative, even 
spiritual. In this handsomely illustrated, eloquent book, published in 
partnership with the Snow Leopard Conservancy, world-renowned wildlife 
photographers, naturalists, and conservationists take the reader closer than 
most humans will ever get to knowing snow leopards and understanding why 
these beautiful big cats have for so long been considered the most 
mysterious of all. 

More than 130 breathtaking photographs—all taken in the wild, and none 
with camera traps—accompany personal narratives and anecdotes that 
convey the experience of learning to see; the patient pursuit, following the 
tracks and other sign for a momentary glimpse; an unexpected encounter; 
watching the predator hunt; a magical moment with a mother and her cubs. 
A special "seek and find" section challenges readers to spot the snow 
leopard—to discern camouflage from rock and snow. The text also relates the 
natural history of the snow leopard, its cultural significance and place in lore, 
its interactions with local peoples, and information about its conservation. 
Royalties from the sales of Searching for the Snow Leopard support the Snow 
Leopard Conservancy and its programs. 

Shavaun Mara Kidd is the outreach conservation educator for the Snow 
Leopard Conservancy and serves as its social media manager. In these 
capacities, she speaks to a wide variety of audiences about the snow leopard 
and its conservation and maintains the conservancy’s presence on a variety 
of platforms. She lives in Milan, Illinois. 

Björn Person is an internationally renowned photographer who, apart from 
seeking spectacular images of this planet’s beautiful wildlife, is committed to 
documenting and raising awareness about threatened species. He has used 
his camera as a weapon against wildlife poaching and is a sponsor of wildlife 
conservation. He is based in Stockholm, Sweden 

Rodney Jackson, director of the Snow Leopard Conservancy, is widely 
considered the leading world expert on the snow leopard, having devoted 
more than thirty years to researching and conserving this elusive cat in South 
and Central Asia. Upon receiving the 1981 Rolex Award for Enterprise, 
Jackson launched a four-year, pioneering radio-tracking study of snow 
leopards in the Nepalese Himalaya that led to a June 1986 cover story in 
National Geographic. Today, he mentors a new generation of conservationists 
and continues to work with the local people. He lives is Sonoma, California. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Charlotte Gray 

Alexander Graham Bell 
The Reluctant Genius and His Passion for Invention 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-03-4 

$22.99 Paperback 

6 x 9 • 480 pages 

Selected Countries • CQ 30 

Biography & Autobiography/Science & 
Technology 
53 b/w photographs, 6 b/w illustrations, 3 maps 

MONTH: October 

An essential portrait of an American giant whose innovations 
revolutionized the modern world. 

The popular image of Alexander Graham Bell is that of an elderly American 
patriarch, memorable only for his paunch, his Santa Claus beard, and the 
invention of the telephone. In this magisterial reassessment based on 
thorough new research, acclaimed biographer Charlotte Gray reveals Bell’s 
wide-ranging passion for invention and delves into the private life that 
supported his genius.  

The child of a speech therapist and a deaf mother, and possessed of superbly 
acute hearing, Bell developed an early interest in sound. His understanding of 
how sound waves might relate to electrical waves enabled him to invent the 
“talking telegraph” be- fore his rivals, even as he undertook a tempestuous 
courtship of the woman who would become his wife and mainstay. 

In an intensely competitive age, Bell seemed to shun fame and fortune. Yet 
many of his innovations—electric heating, using light to transmit sound, 
electronic mail, composting toilets, the artificial lung—were far ahead of 
their time. His pioneering ideas about sound, flight, genetics, and even the 
engineering of complex structures such as stadium roofs still resonate today. 

Charlotte Gray is an award-winning historian, biographer, teacher, columnist, 
and radio and television commentator, and one of Canada's best known and 
highly respected writers. She is the author of ten acclaimed books, including, 
most recently Murdered Midas: A Millionaire, His Gold Mine, and a Strange 
Death on an Island Paradise. 

10



Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh 

Temple and the Lodge 
The Strange and Fascinating History of the Knights Templar and the Freemasons 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-02-7 

$16.99 Paperback 

6 x 9 • 360 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-028-0 

US English • CQ 30 

Social Science/Freemasonry & Secret Societies 
40 black and white illustrations 

MONTH: October 

From the authors of the international bestseller The Holy Blood and 
the Holy Grail, a history of the Freemasons from medieval England to 
America's founding fathers. 

Coauthors of Holy Blood, Holy Grail Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh 
recount the events that led to the strange and sudden disappearance of the 
Knights Templar in the fourteenth century and their reappearance in the 
court of excommunicate Scottish king Robert the Bruce.  

Following the survival of certain unexpected Templar traditions, the authors 
document the evolution of a world-changing order through the birth of the 
Masonic lodge. They chart the history of Freemasonry through its medieval 
roots and into the modern era. 

The book posits that the order’s contribution to the fostering of tolerance, 
progressive values, and cohesion in English society aided in preempting a 
French-style revolution in England; that Freemasonry was an essential 
keystone in the formation of the United States; and that America itself is an 
embodiment of the ideal “Masonic Republic.” This groundbreaking thread of 
analysis challenges the accepted traditions of Western history as it is 
currently taught. What is the true source of our most valued traditions?  

Twenty years since its original publication, The Temple and the Lodge remains 
a trenchant and essential edition to any collection of Western history. 

Michael Baigent (along with Richard Leigh) is the bestselling author of Holy 
Blood, Holy Grail and The Temple and the Lodge, and of The Messianic 
Legacy. He was born in New Zealand in 1948. He graduated with a bachelor 
of arts degree in psychology from Canterbury University, Christchurch, and a 
master of arts degree in mysticism and religious experience from the 
University of Kent, England. He died in 2013. 

Richard Leigh was a novelist and short story writer born in New Jersey to a 
British father and an American mother. Leigh earned a BA from Tufts 
University, a master’s degree from the University of Chicago, and a PhD from 
the State University of New York at Stony Brook. He died in 2007. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Christopher Cosmos 

Once We Were Here 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-5107-5712-7 

$25.99 ($34.99 CAD) Hardcover 

6 x 9 • 336 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-5107-5713-4 

World • CQ 30 

Fiction/Historical/World War II 

MONTH: October 

As World War II intrudes upon their home, three young friends risk 
everything for freedom, love, and a chance at a better life.  

On October 28, 1940, Mussolini provides Greek Prime Minister Ioannis 
Metaxas with an ultimatum: either allow Axis forces to occupy their country, 
or face war, and Greece’s response is swift. “Oxi!” they say. “No!” 

In a small village nestled against the radiant waters of the Aegean Sea, we 
find Alexei, the son of a local fisherman, and his best friend Costa, who were 
both born on the same night eighteen years earlier and have been like 
brothers ever since, though now, like all the other young men in their village 
and throughout Greece, they will leave their homes to bravely fight for their 
country. 

But before they go, Alexei asks Philia, the girl that he’s loved his entire life, to 
marry him, which sets into motion the events which will change the lives of 
these three and their family and friends forever, and begins an epic and 
unforgettable story of courage, survival, sacrifice, and the strength of the 
human spirit, and a love and friendship that will echo across time and 
generations. 

Once We Were Here introduces the reader not only to the heart-pounding 
dangers and horrors of war, but also to the heart-breaking emotions and 
sacrifices of those who fight and whose lives war intrudes upon. 

A spellbinding novel and sweeping epic that performs the remarkable feat of 
creating action-packed scenes, characters that we care deeply about, and 
revealing in vivid detail the untold story of how Greece helped the Allies to 
win World War II, and the brave men and women who fought for their 
country, for each other, and for freedom. 

CHRISTOPHER COSMOS was raised in the Midwest and attended the 
University of Michigan as the recipient of a Chick Evans Scholarship. He is also 
a screenwriter and has had his work featured in the annual Black List of best 
Hollywood screenplays of the year. He lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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Arcade CrimeWise • Fall 2020 

Ben Hobson 

Snake Island 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-71-5 

$25.99 ($34.99 CAD) Hardcover 

6 x 9 • 336 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-951627-23-2 

US and CAN • CQ 30 

Fiction/Thrillers/Crime 

MONTH: October 

For fans of Cormac McCarthy, Phillip Meyer, and shows like Fargo and 
Justified, a gritty rural noir thriller about family, drugs, and the legacy of 
violence. 

In an isolated town on the coast of southern Australia, Vernon Moore and his 
wife, Penelope, live in retirement, haunted by an unspeakable act of violence 
that sent their son, Caleb, to serve time in prison and has driven the couple 
apart. Ashamed, they refuse to talk about him or visit, but when a close 
friend warns Vernon that Caleb has been savagely beaten, he has no choice 
but to act to protect their only child. 

The perpetrator of the beating is a local thug from a crime family whose 
patriarch holds sway over the town, with the police in his pay. Everyone 
knows they trade in drugs. When Vernon maneuvers to negotiate a deal with 
the father, he makes a critical error. His mistake unleashes a cycle of violence 
that escalates to engulf the whole town, taking lives with it, revealing what 
has been hiding in plain sight in this picturesque rural community and 
threatening to overtake his son. 

Told from shifting perspectives at a sprint, in language that sometimes 
approaches the simple profundity of parable, this gritty debut was hailed on 
its Australian publication as “a darkly illuminating thriller that soars across 
genre constraints . . . [and] engages with pressing contemporary issues while 
exploring timeless questions. Hobson writes as if his life depends on it” (The 
Australian). 

Ben Hobson is a writer and teacher of English and music. He grew up in rural 
Gippsland, Victoria, and after college traveled around Australia in the hybrid 
ska/rock/hardcore band Sounds Like Chicken. Snake Island is his second novel 
and his American debut. He lives with his wife and their two sons in Brisbane, 
Australia. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Jurek Becker, Leila Vennewitz, Louis Begley 

Jacob the Liar 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-04-1 

$15.99 ($21.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 264 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-61145-786-5 

North America English • CQ 36 

Fiction/Jewish 

MONTH: October 

One of the most remarkable novels of the Holocaust ever written, and the 
basis of the 1999 major motion picture starring Robin Williams. 

A novel about the Holocaust "that has never been surpassed" (Times Literary 
Supplement), Jacob the Liar is a now classic work from one of the giants of 
German postwar literature and a tale of everyday heroism and the 
extraordinary power of illusion. 

In the ghetto, possession of a radio is punishable by death. Like thousands of 
his fellow prisoners, Jacob Heym is cut off from all news of the war—until he 
is arrested one evening and brought to the German military office, where he 
overhears a report of the Red Army’s advance to a city some 300 miles away. 
Miraculously, he is allowed to return to his quarters, but when he tries to 
spread the good news, the only way to make people believe him is to tell a 
lie: “How do I know? I have a radio.” One lie leads to another, and before long 
Jacob finds himself feeding the entire ghetto fabricated news reports of the 
Russians’ advance—reports that save lives by giving people renewed hope. 
So Jacob is a hero and a liar. But how much longer can his web of lies hold? 

Told with suspense and humor, here is a masterful tale of hope, desire, and 
the life-giving force of fiction. Awarded Germany's prestigious Heinrich Mann 
Prize for fiction and in a new translation by Leila Vennewitz, Jacob the Liar is 
a masterpiece of Kafkaesque comedy which unfolds with the impact of a 
timeless folk legend. This edition includes a new afterword by Louis Begley. 

Jurek Becker was born in Lódz, Poland. The exact date of his birth is 
unknown, because, while the family was living in the Lódz ghetto, his father 
made him out to be older in an unsuccessful attempt to prevent him from 
being deported. From 1939 until 1945, Jurek Becker was a prisoner in the 
concentration camps of Ravensbrück and Sachsenhausen. After the war, 
Becker's father took him to East Berlin, where they were among few surviving 
Jews who chose to stay in Germany. An acclaimed screen-writer and novelist, 
Becker won several literary prizes including the Heinrich-Mann and the 
Charles Veillon Prizes for Jacob the Liar . He is also the author of the novels 
Sleepless Days and Bronstein's Children. He died in 1997. 

Leila Vennewitz was the distinguished translator of Heinrich Böll and other 
postwar German writers, including Jurek Becker and Martin Walser. She won 
numerous awards for her translations. She died in 2007. 

Louis Begley is the award-winning author of Wartime Lies, About Schmidt, 
and many other acclaimed novels and works of nonfiction. 

14



Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Sue Black 

All that Remains 
A Renowned Forensic Scientist on Death, Mortality, and Solving Crimes 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-91-3 

$18.99 ($25.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 360 pages 

Selected Countries • CQ 30 

True Crime/Murder/General 
17 b/w illustrations 

MONTH: November 

Book of the Year, Saltire Literary Awards 

A CrimeReads Best True Crime Book of the Month 

For fans of Caitlin Doughty, Mary Roach, Kathy Reichs, and CSI shows, a 
renowned forensic scientist on death and mortality. 

Dame Sue Black is an internationally renowned forensic anthropologist and 
human anatomist. She has lived her life eye to eye with the Grim Reaper, and 
she writes vividly about it in this book, which is part primer on the basics of 
identifying human remains, part frank memoir of a woman whose first paying 
job as a schoolgirl was to apprentice in a butcher shop, and part no-nonsense 
but deeply humane introduction to the reality of death in our lives. It is a 
treat for CSI junkies, murder mystery and thriller readers, and anyone seeking 
a clear-eyed guide to a subject that touches us all. 

Cutting through hype, romanticism, and cliché, she recounts her first 
dissection; her own first acquaintance with a loved one’s death; the mortal 
remains in her lab and at burial sites as well as scenes of violence, murder, 
and criminal dismemberment; and about investigating mass fatalities due to 
war, accident, or natural disaster, such as the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. 
She uses key cases to reveal how forensic science has developed and what 
her work has taught her about human nature. 

Acclaimed by bestselling crime writers and fellow scientists alike, All That 
Remains is neither sad nor macabre. While Professor Black tells of tragedy, 
she also infuses her stories with a wicked sense of humor and much common 
sense. 

Sue Black, DBE, FRSE, was the longtime director of the Centre for Anatomy 
and Human Identification, the Leverhulme Research Centre for Forensic 
Science at the University of Dundee and is now pro-vice chancellor at 
Lancaster University. Her forensic expertise has been crucial to solving 
high-profile criminal cases. In 1999, she was the lead anthropologist for the 
British Forensics Team's work in the war crimes investigations in Kosovo and 
she worked in Thailand after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. She makes 
regular appearances on radio and television. She divides her time between 
Aberdeen and Lancaster. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Vladimir Dinets 

Dragon Songs 
Love and Adventure among Crocodiles, Alligators, and Other Dinosaur Relations 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-99-9 

$16.99 ($22.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 360 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-61145-893-0 

World • CQ 30 

Nature/Animals/Reptiles & Amphibians 
147 photos 

MONTH: November 

The amazing story of a groundbreaking scientific quest over five continents 
to study our modern dinosaurs—that ends up changing a life, as well as our 
understanding about crocodiles and their relatives. 

A born naturalist and a fearless traveler, Vladimir Dinets wrote travel guides, 
conducted field research, and lived a couple of lives before he was accepted 
into the PhD program in zoology at the University of Miami. He thought 
crocodiles were a dead-end research topic—survivors from the age of the 
dinosaurs but not much else—until he witnessed groups of up to seventy 
alligators performing mating choruses that included infrasound vibrations—a 
form of communication extremely rare in nature—and a “dance” unknown in 
the scientific literature but that resembled a scene from Jurassic Park.  

To prove his thesis about the language of crocodiles, he spent the next six 
years traveling around the world on shoestring budgets and in extreme 
circumstances, studying almost every living species. At the same time, as a 
man desiring companionship in life, he sought love. 

With adventures on five continents, Dragon Songs is his account of this 
quest. It includes an escape from a boiling lava lake in the Afar Desert, being 
chased up a tree by a tiger in India, hitching a ride with a cocaine smuggler in 
Bolivia, and diving with giant Greenland sharks—all in the name of studying 
crocodiles, among which he routinely paddled in his inflatable kayak. Of 
course, not everything went according to plan. But, in the end, his 
ground-breaking research helped change the field. And during the course of 
his adventures, he met and courted his future wife. 

Vladimir Dinets grew up in Russia and immigrated to the United States as a 
young man in the late nineties. In 2011, he received his PhD in Zoology at the 
University of Miami, studying songs and dances of crocodiles and alligators. 
After obtaining his degree, he worked at Louisiana State University on 
whooping crane reintroduction and studied play behavior at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. Dinets continues to study animal behavior and rare, 
little-known animals. He has traveled to more than a hundred countries for 
his research and for leisure. His books about nature and travel diaries have 
been popular in Russia for the past twenty years. Visit his website at 
dinets.info. 
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Arcade CrimeWise • Fall 2020 

Craig Nova 

Double Solitaire 
A Thriller 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-22-7 

$24.99 ($33.99 CAD) Hardcover 

6 x 9 • 288 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-950691-23-4 

World • CQ 36 

Fiction/Crime 

MONTH: November 

A tantalizing LA Thriller by Legendary American Writer, Craig Nova, for fans 
of Michael Connelly and James Ellroy. 

Quinn O’Farrell is a modern-day fixer in Los Angeles — he cleans up other 
people’s messes. Rich people’s messes. For a lot of money. He’s so good that 
he’s become indispensable to Hollywood moguls and he’s managed to 
construct a working moral framework so that he can live with himself. That is 
until a new neighbor moves next door, Rose Marie, who works with 
terminally ill teens. Against all his survival instincts, Quinn falls in love with 
Rose Marie and then her uncanny patients, who shine a spotlight into his 
soul.  

When a client steps over the line and Quinn is hired to clean up after a 
reprehensible crime, Quinn’s carefully constructed ethical house of cards 
comes crashing down. Hell hath no fury like a man who has deceived himself 
and Quinn unleashes his own storm of reckoning that threatens to take down 
the power elite in Hollywood and he doesn’t care who goes down with them, 
even if that includes himself.  

Double Solitaire is the first in a series of LA-based thrillers featuring Quinn 
O’Farrell, The Cleaner. As with all Nova’s deeply intuitive fiction, Quinn is an 
unforgettable living force in a setting that needs no fiction to be any weirder 
than it is: contemporary Hollywood.  

Craig Nova is the author of fourteen novels, which have been translated into 
10 languages. He has had an Award in Literature from the American Academy 
and Institute of Arts and Letters, a Guggenheim Fellowship, the 
Harper-Saxton Prize (previous recipients have been James Baldwin and Sylvia 
Plath), multiple awards from the National Endowment for the Arts 
Fellowship, and other prizes. His short fiction has appeared in the Paris 
Review, Esquire, The New York Times Magazine, Men's Journal, Best 
American Short Story series, and other publications.  As a screenwriter he has 
worked for Touchstone Pictures (a division of the Walt Disney Company), 
Amblin Entertainment, and other producers.  A film was made in 2018 from 
his novel, Wetware.  Nova is a Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at 
the University of North Carolina in Hillsborough. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Soledad Maura 

Madrid Again 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-951627-12-6 

$24.99 ($33.99 CAD) Hardcover 

5.5 x 8.25 • 192 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-951627-27-0 

World • CQ 36 

Fiction/Coming of Age 

MONTH: November 

A modern-day bildungsroman, featuring a brave woman on a quest to 
discover her family history as she is torn between the US and Madrid, the 
old world and the new.  

Madrid, 1960s. Odilia is a brilliant young student who is spirited across the 
Atlantic to the United States by a magnetic professor. Romance ensues, and a 
baby is born. But the professor disappears from Odilia's life as mysteriously 
as he appeared. Left alone with her little girl, Lola, Odilia must decide 
whether to forge ahead in a new country or to return to her strict, 
upper-class Catholic family in Spain with her daughter. Though the pair travel 
back and forth repeatedly, Odilia ultimately chooses self-reliance and raises 
her daughter in New England. 

As Lola grows, she feels trapped between two countries—the old world and 
the new—as well as two languages, and she never ceases to look for her 
absent father. Lola becomes a historian and embarks on a quest to seek out 
the history of her family origins in order to truly understand herself. Who was 
her father? How does she fit in to the United States, Spain, or anywhere 
else?  

Told with humor, candor, and grit, Madrid Again is a highly original 
bildungsroman and an homage to the haunting power of history and how it 
shapes a young woman’s identity. 

Soledad Maura is a Professor of Spanish and Comparative Literature at 
Williams College. She has a PhD in Comparative Literature from the City 
University of New York, is a former Fulbright Senior Research Scholar, and has 
published two books and many articles on Spanish culture and history, and 
the Spanish Civil War. She lives in Barcelona. 
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Arcade CrimeWise • Fall 2020 

Marc Fernandez, Molly Grogan 

Mala Vida 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-75-3 

$15.99 ($21.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 240 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-743-2 

World English • CQ 36 

Fiction/Noir 

MONTH: November 

Finalist for the Readers of Elle Magazine's Grand Prize (France) 

Winner of the Plaidoiries Prize for Best Crime Novel at the Festival 
Clameur(s) of Dijon 

Almodóvar meets Orwell in this acclaimed, fast-paced contemporary noir 
novel exposing the most shameful secrets of the Franco era. 

Present-day Spain, a time of economic crisis and resurgent populist 
nationalism. The radical right has just won the election after twelve years of 
Socialist rule. In the midst of this political upheaval, a series of murders is 
committed, taking place from Madrid to Barcelona to Valencia. The victims 
include a politician a real-estate lawyer, doctor, a banker, and a nun. There is 
no obvious connection between them. 

As the country prepares for a return to a certain moral order, radio crime 
reporter Diego Martin is trying to keep his head above water in anticipation 
of the expected media purge. When he decides to look into the first murder, 
he doesn't have the faintest clue that his investigation will lead far beyond his 
local beat and put his life at risk. For what he uncovers exposes the roots of a 
national scandal: the theft of babies from the victims of the Franco regime, 
crimes—never prosecuted—that were orchestrated by now well-connected 
citizens who will do anything to avoid exposure. 

Marc Fernandez is cofounder and editor in chief of the magazine Alibi, 
dedicated to crime fiction. He has been a journalist for sixteen years and for 
much of that time covered Spain and Latin America. He has co-written 
several works of true crime. Mala Vida, his first novel, was a finalist the 
Grand Prix des Lectrices d'Elle. His second, The Guerrilla Social Club, has been 
published in France. He lives in Paris. 

Molly Grogan holds a Ph.D in French and Comparative Literatures from the 
Sorbonne and a Masters in Linguistics from the Université Paris V René 
Descartes. She has written extensively on postcolonial literature and theater. 
She is a translator, journalist and educator working in France, the United 
States, the United Kingdom and China. 
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Arcade Publishing • Fall 2020 

Ramin Ganeshram 

General's Cook 
A Novel 

ISBN: 978-1-950691-97-5 

$16.99 ($22.99 CAD) Paperback 

5.5 x 8.25 • 336 pages 
Ebook ISBN 978-1-62872-981-8 

World • CQ 30 

Fiction/Historical/General 

MONTH: November 

** Library Journal's Editor's Pick! ** 

The story of one man’s enormous will to triumph over the unjust system 
that enslaved him during the seminal years of the American Republic. 

Philadelphia 1793. Hercules, President George Washington’s chef, is a fixture 
on the Philadelphia scene. He is famous for both his culinary prowess and for 
ruling his kitchen like a commanding general. He has his run of the city and 
earns twice the salary of an average American workingman. He wears 
beautiful clothes and attends the theater. 

But while valued by the Washingtons for his prowess in the kitchen and 
rewarded far over and above even white servants, Hercules is enslaved in a 
city where most black Americans are free. Even while he masterfully 
manages his kitchen and the lives of those in and around it, Hercules harbors 
secrets-- including the fact that he is learning to read and that he is involved 
in a dangerous affair with Thelma, a mixed-race woman, who, passing as 
white, works as a companion to the daughter of one of Philadelphia's most 
prestigious families. Eventually Hercules’ carefully crafted intrigues fall apart 
and he finds himself trapped by his circumstance and the will of George 
Washington. 

Based on actual historical events and people, The General's Cook, will thrill 
fans of The Hamilton Affair, as they follow Hercules' precarious and terrifying 
bid for freedom. 

Ramin Ganeshram is a veteran journalist, who has written features for the 
New York Times and for New York Newsday. She is a celebrated food 
columnist who has been awarded seven Society of Professional Journalist 
awards for her work and an IACP Cookbook of The Year Award. A 
professionally trained chef, Ganeshram is the author of several cookbooks. 
She specializes in writing about multicultural communities as a news reporter 
and about food from the perspective of history and culture. Born and raised 
in New York City, she lives in Westport, Connecticut. 
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